This is the tenth anniversary of the vanadian oociety of Creative
Leathercraft. This organization as we see it today is a mature tree
with a number of Branches in Toronto, Hamilton, London, Peterborough,
Tillsonburg, Barrie and Petrolia.

In outlining the growth of this tree we ought to know something
of its roots;and something of the seed:from which it germinated --
something too of the environment which gave it shape.

As fer as we know, prior to 1947 there were no leathercraft
organizations at all in vanada. In that year, Mrs. Edith Hoscoe
organized the Weston Leathercraft Guild.

oometime during the following year 1948, sensing a need for a
wider organization, Mrs. Roscoe called a meeting of craftesmen and craft
house representatives at 53 Avenue Road, which is now the Piccadilly
¢lub. This old church was being used by the Handicrafts Guild for a
series of craft courses that year. Eleven people were present at this
informal meeting: Edith Roscoe, Margaret McFarlane, uvlarice Packham,
afd Mrs. vannon from Weston; Jack and Margatet Macbougall; Ray Potter
and Evelyn Hammill from uewiscraft; Bob Wallace, Ruth Home, and myself.
We discussed leathercraft standards and original design, the need for
an organization, etc. wNothing concrete was done and we adjourned to
meet again if any need arose.

About the same time the Uttawa valley Leathercraft Guild was
formed by vVeane Russell.

In February, 1950, the Toronto Art Gallery held an exhibiticn of
contemporary crafts and a great many pieces of leather were entered but
only two or three were accepted. oomething must be wrong. What was it.
Everybody was discussing the question. 1n a letter to uveane Russell
Mmarch 12, 1950, L questioned the possibility that a solution might be
in an "organization of leathercraftsmen on a high standard of creative
craftemanship.”

In his reply of march 23, 1950, veane was enthusiastic in his
agteement: "We would be most 1nterest9d in seriously exploring such a
plan with you during our spring visit to Toronto:fewxk 'If you care to
explore the idea with others in the meantime, we would be glad to come
to Toronto prepared to present some rather important informaticn to any
group who might make up a first meeting of this nature."

The 1dea was Just a larger development of a trend or gtowth already
started and the meeting wa= finally set for June 82, 1950, at the central
YMUA was the actual sprouting of the organization we have today. The
minutes of this first meeting are very interesting now:
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veane Ruseell continued as President of the oociety for four years
giving a great deal of his time and energies developing the oociety
through this formative period. OUur quarterly 12-page bulletin,
"yanadian Leathercraft", came into existence in oeptember, 1951, with
veane as Editor until he resigned from both positions in 1954.

vr, warmour followed for two years as President, succeeded by
Mmrs. Jean newton for one year, and Mr, Fred Brown, who begins his
fourth term today. wvorothy Muma became Editor of the Bulletin in
1954 and is relinquishing it this year to mMrs. margaret McFarlane.

Wwhen we were barely two years old in 1952, our rresident attended
the Annual Meeting of the vanadian Arts council in montreal with a
brief from our vociety and we were accepted into full membership in
that co-ordinating body of the arts and crafts in canada now known as
the vanadian vonference of the 4Arts.

in February, 1952, our first travelling exhibition called
"vanadian Handmades in ueather", was organized by mrs. Keta varmour,
the oxhibitions chairman. uouring the sixteen months it was on the
road, it travelled an estimated 14,000 miles, was shown 39 separate
times and was seen by appraximately 150,000 people. The second
Iraveliing txhibition, called "vanadian originals in veather", went
out on march 1lst, 1954, ana toured 29 centres across vanada. The
name of this second exhibition indicates the extent to which we had
already achieved our goal in encouraging leathercraftsmen to attempt
original design.

oince 1955, mMrs. nora Huyck has been in charge of kExhibitions.
1t would be a surprisingly long list of collections of leathercraft
that these two have handled during our history not only for exhibitions
but for Membership and oNE competitions as well. A few of the more
noteworthy events at which our exhibition of leathercraft was a
prominent feature were: Nine of our Annual Meetings, 5 International
Assemblies, the First and vecond International Hobby and Homecraft
ohows in the volliseum, the vanadian ohoe and Leather Fair in november,
1952 in the Automotive Building, two years at the Handyman ohow, and
M'Lady Fair in mMontreal in vecember 1952, Pacific wnational Exhibition
in 1955 where we received the Bedford vup for the best leathercraft
and the PNE Medal for Best Club. This winter we also had a special
exhibition in the Lord oimcoe Hotel.

opecial mention should be made of the exhibition which was
assembled and sent on invitation to the First British International
Handicrafts, Homecrafters and Hobbies ohow at Ulympia, Londonj;,kngland,
in 1953, ‘This was visited by 100,000 people during nine days and the
officials reported to us that our display of leathercraft was the
best single exhibit in the show.
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1954 was a big year in our history. It was then we became
affiliated with the vanadian Handlcrafts Guild, and this has proven
to be a valuable association in various ways, especially in regard to
the annual UNE Guild competitions and the pre-vhristmas sale of work
through the Guild oshop.

In February, from 5-12, 1954, we arranged an extensive exhibition
of leathercraft in conjunction with a sale and demonstration of work
for the Intarnational Hobby and Homecraft ohow at the volliseum. Une
evening during this show a delegation of 16 members from the Eastern
Leathercraft Guild of Rochester, n.Y., visited our display and met with
us later at the home of uUr. & Mrs. Larmour where plans were briefly
discussed for organization on a larger scale. In April, 16 of our
members returned the visit to the Rochester Guild and plans were made
for the First International Assembly of Leathercraftsmen at the Hotel
otatler in Buffalp in the fall of that year. With one exception this
has continued as an annual event in which our society has played a
very important role.

For the Fourth International Assembly of Leathercraftsmen held in
Hochester, our ooclety had proposed the inauguratiodoniof a oalon of
Leathercraft to be based on art standards. A jury of BRochester art
and craft authorities of national distinction selected the pieces and
made four Honor Awards, which were won by four of our Charter Members.

Early in our history we set up the graded membership system:
General members, Associateand Fellows. This has had much to do with
making us keenly aware of leathercraft standards and other organizations
have called on us to provide qualified judges for leathercraft
competitions. We also developed a system of grading teachers of
leathercraft according to their experience and training.

Every organization, in order to function properly, needs a set of
rules. The vonstitution not only provides a set of rules but architect-
urally provides the framework of the building. This framework of our
society was begun at the organizational meeting and rapidly took shape
through many Executive meetings during the first few years. However,
many weaknesses became apparent and had to be repaired. Indeed whole
sections of the structure had to be torn out and rebuilt and new
sections added. The architect in charge of this very important job of
reconstruction, has been Mrs. varmour/wYBR the expert help of Mrs., G/
Brigden, the wife of one of our members has worked untiringly anticipating
our sSociety's needs and checking the legal angles. A nucleus of devoted
members has always been on hand when needed giving many hours to threshing
and rethreshing the many complex details involved. wnow on our tenth
Anniversary we are happy to have adopted this vonstitution in its
finished form. Now we have a sound foundation. Now we can continue our
building in the knowledge that we have a structural framework that is
secure.



g ¥ SRR smeond of Haiy any ¥l .vwr+alﬂ "vc i toav. giﬁ . 9=§§Qi 24 s
'if. -535¥h%“'%ud-*?##”bne:;'-‘nu #3140t onsh cethetsv oA o fﬁ*i&jétli““* i
eSS DaRYsT nf gil;ffsﬂvb BN anﬁ,tmv el poltstso-ga gidbﬁlﬁv'BhSd (o g
? N¥rov-To alga eﬁmfﬁFa Mgt od¥ bus sncidtdsomis DLV AES TRitng 943

-_.5¢#h_]- e - igoHs hixnu aﬂ} rigicnd

als fide&s nvtewz*'* (e BayteTts o Wiadeel (ST-2 /motd Qﬁfﬂﬁiﬁﬁﬁ-ﬁf
ggaw Yo We tfenisrodab Sne Blie n dB!H poddoptt Doy ot itbf91§ﬁ¢£sh tc
” Ssreel '"u Bl 3e vorls +1»1ﬂﬁmon pps vddoh Esnoldeptsinl el ro%
- e ﬂwa* 88 o sRe T Paadien ol Y8 ncidsga-ab a‘vwors etnd debtul sitasva:
fjfﬂ%’u Fam dEe yslosds wuciberieiv., Yin [ Ted2d9do0n o DEEDY I TSTeYentnau
S ziﬁﬂlqﬁ S3BY 2as it sYady. ':cchu »zn 3 s Te Qﬂﬂﬁ‘QﬂS I8 satel ar
'~;f; 2N Sle OL LATreh oF CelsSE Sewteis £ oo AR e IReRTe R éﬁ DIRBUSLLL
“wham svew ori g bos HligY weFzadnod S8t of 3}¢Iv and boridad **nﬁmam{
_-”Iéﬂo?-e % Sranemet VsasTedt aad To gfquaen Lepoldepssral deefy adi g1
BEaP potdesovs afo AW xssy dsdt Yo IIE7 oA olamestivd ot woftdic
L igibaysly Bad v*n?scm o ooriu w? 3rava Iaunns ne BE naﬂﬂl*mos 2sp!
o et 247 ol & *ﬁsdﬂormi vﬂqv

e 3 folan rqmp%?eﬂaifﬂ+aﬂa 36 tIdmaPﬁﬂ LﬂﬂffiﬂﬂTST“l A3 e aﬂi 74
wg y. Yo rolce ¢ tesadddpeusvsrt and hascoote Bad: t3+ato0a 1no..aﬂ*raﬁ00n

: “Fas wotehison Yo vt A LaBtoboste ivs go hewsd o od 238987 IR 5

bﬁq ganaic. adt: kedoalas ﬂni*urfi ¥4 lspobsam 16 et ProfdioR,

: IRTY Dhb..
'..?waﬂbﬂﬁ "ﬂ*quwewro Tc migd Xd TEw ST3M ﬁo’ﬂu €& D1svh tcﬁﬁﬁ ﬁyct ﬁnth

A :wﬁfavz r’ﬁvﬁa et a%bﬁTg add or ¥22 sw qmcjﬂtﬁ T
“f¥r o Bt odoum sethoedd 2T L eweflsd. hﬁshds‘ac%PA

S 8nc?$s*t*r¢#n Tagio. hoe 2brshasse F1erotad?as i 16 axawel vIN
BB 1111¢1wn$t?s 101 gashul  beltrleup abivo1t ot 8ir -

To pruacraaY urerE'IE Te fff“*é“—'& g “)*V‘OIS‘N—!} QEJ.E anN 2T

_ : Jarrtets 1# o mopalrarxs flant o gribfnwas 37&191‘

S5 ‘40 Fae wiehman (ylrscotn ne?faun% of Tabro at - nolFesinbaTe VL.
et Yoy sof eaiir TE o 8 pentvEin wine torr nofdi3teane;
E o Yo SrduswENY o FoT .aﬂ*bl*nd af? Yo Arcusnsat sns aaﬁ& _
LVu?ﬁL”h oo ylrtase” s anlfeam Ispatiayinagyc and 38 b '
RSN  pysay wol F2R1Y sdd Sniaus b“*‘saam avitiosx
;sfbﬂn Dasdnl To6sytican 9d o Bal bre fnetsacs ehsood SoRd
e s Wan SE F Rrdeh Bns s fte 108 “ad o ber atidounde B0t
1%,-_ To dﬁt AasIroemt: yasv ey At ag?*dq il #oadidous adil 3¢
BN e 3c e Lot Fanpwes ort BIRGNiicmrag LM vaed. 2ad
B b0 by 3ﬂ*ii+~u peseoy B, a¥ed e 1na 0 800 16 91?31
Gualr YoBaaione & .zefsns [Xsal 34F sntioads dbes zosen e'ﬁja:
.ggﬁ iﬁ%ﬁfbﬂ viiam [otvin bshnqn g3ny brsd e gsed c?ewis &
At Tuo of wow, JBaviovit plisted xalomeo ynsm sny F*ﬂ@%ﬁi
._ P-"l bt 82 Lo !“f‘{r'lj'f'ha'\v aiﬁ b‘}qt""‘"’j. a?m o -rﬁ(-sd 5' . 9?%"__
1“6'“0”*4'cﬁ Ry AW WOl Laeleboic? DABE 8 sved 9w w 5 Jok
L FF dady uxovewsy? fevrdonada 5 avré 53 Jsﬂ agnpfwgﬁg 5653 nks




_4_

Today on our tenth Anniversary, we have only to glance at many of
the fine pieces of work on display to verify this imvesing outline of
the development of our dociety in the realization of its ideals. Here
is a challenge to each individual member to look for even greater
opportunities for development in the years that go on from rere.
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