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In the late nigateen forties, interest in making articles by
lsather was developing rapidly in Cenadas At the time there were few
qualified leathercraft teachers.and the quality of both design end work
manship was poor. Serbous leathercrafters became concerned and realized * = .
there was a need for an orgenization to provide scme guidance for thg%s'?q_’?ia
%gtgreste% in creating originel design end in improving the guality of

eir works

On June 8, 1950, 17 leathercraftsmen met at the central Y.M.CeAe in
Toronto td diiscuss the formation of such an orgenization. As a resukt of .
thatﬁgaeting. the Canadian Pociety for Creative Leathercraft was forggg,wb“'
with"Veane Russell of Ottawa as the firSt Presidents He was followed™Dy
Dr, Ralph Larmour in 1954, Mrs, Jean Newbton 1956, Mr, ¥red Brown 1957,M€-
Herold Vilson 19¢1, liss *iola Harris 1963, Mrs. Dorothy lMuma 1965, MNrs.

Irva Ford 1969. Of those present at the first meeting, six are still members
of the Society -lrs. Reta Lprmour, Mr. Don lMsckinnon, lMrs. Margeret lcRarlane
Mr. Robert Mume, Miss Clarise Packham, Mr. Deene Hussell. The membership

list for the current year conteins 183 names. The present chairman of the
membership committee is Mrs. Kay Cloughley, 5 Shannon St., Barrie.

While the two major objectives of the newly formed society were to
encourage originality in design and to estarlish high standardsof crafts-
menship, it was decided not to restrict membership to those interested in
ereative design, but to accept all those interested in working with leather
as an art craft. The first year was a busy one for the charter members.

A conetitution was drawn upand plans were discussed as to how best to serve
the interests of the members of the new Society. four majoy spheres of
activity developed - the branches, standards, a quarterly bulletin,exhibitions

Since it was impossible to hold more than one eanuweimeeting a year for
the entire membership, groups of five or members were encouraged to meet
together monthly as branches of the CeSeCeleThere are now six active branches
in Ontario - Barrie, Belleville, Hamilton, Londo QR ARf Woodstock.

The highlight of the year is the displa set up at the annual
meeting. Fach branch also selects four of itsYpiecesto enter the competition
for the Weston Trophy. When the Weston Leathercrait Guild - the first in
Vanada - disbanded, the funds in its treasury were turned over to C.S.C.L.
and used for a trophy to perpetuate the name of the “eston Guild. The after-
noon of the annual meeting features demonstrations by skilled craftsmens

A greded system of membership was instituted in the early years of th
Society - general for enjgone interested in the craft, associate for those
who meet certain standards of excellence,especially in workmanship, fellow
for those who meet still higher standards with the emphasis on creative
design. *he fellows form & council to watch over the quality of the work
offered for exhibitions, sales etc., and to act as judges for compbtitions.
In 1958 a point system of judging was set up by Dr. Ralph Larmour andi is
the basis of the system now usede
| The Bulletin, called €anadien Leo hercraft was first Bubliahed in
September 1951. Mr. Deane “ussell was editor, followed by Yorothy Muma in
1954, lirs, largaret McFarlane 1960, Mrs. Gerry Mills 1965,Mrs. Joy Hutcheson
1970. “he bulletin contains technieal articles, articles on design, society
activities, workshop tips, ete. In 1970, publication was changed to two
bulletins a year, each branch in turn preparing the contents for it. News-
letters are sent oul as oftcn as neeessary,

¥rom the beginning thie Pociely has been most sctive in presenting to
the publiec, erxhibitions of handersfited lecther articles which are out: tanding
in desipgn and workmenship. Mrse. RNeta rmour wes the first fxhibitions
Chairmen ard her tireless effort: set & very high standerd for her successors
to follow = Mre, Nora Huyek in 1955, Mrs, Irvaf ord in 19%00,Mrs,CGlara
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Cavanagh 1963, Mrs. gwsn Prostwich 1967, lrs. Mee Gorbett and Nrs helen
Wheaton 1908, Migs Oliviae Smith 1969.0nly & fewscanl be mentioned here,

The first was & lravelling Exhibition - “Yenadian Handmades in Leather =
which started a 16 monthe tour in feb, 1952, On invitation it appeared at
‘he Yanadian Shoe and Leather Feir in Yoronto and M'Lady fa2ir in Montreal.
The second = Yanadian Originals in Leather - started out in March 1954,and
toured 29 centrss scross Canada. In 1954,an “xhibition was sent to mnglasd
and receivsd hish praise.In 1960 e displey was g% up at thelord Simcoe
Hotel in Toronto. In 1967,5he articles for a travelling exhibition -
Ontaric “rafts - Leather To-dey were selected from the works of the

; t Sgcietve To.celgbpatg its & tigth 1iversary,a prestige
Egﬂ?g§§1$é5’%gtﬁg égéﬁeﬁg ngaggtiféfii&tggﬁﬁéﬁg‘fﬁ éh?ﬁg vuild of .
Crafts.The following yesr the Guild offered its upestairz roomforan exhibitior
and saleof articles handerafted by members. ‘his continued as an annual
event until 19¢7. Since 19¢4,C«8.C.L. has taken part in the Arts, Crafts
and Ho by Show at the C.,H,B.with an exhibition. ssles and demonstrations.

The original constition wasadopted March 15, 1951 ¥%hen the.next few
years revecled many inadguaciesin iv, lMrs. “eta Larmour was appointed to_
make preliminery revisions.She was aided in the finsl revision Miss viola
H rrig and Mr. ed Brown.It wag put into its proper legal form by Mrss G.Ge
Brigden , wife of a member, who had also given much Pelp with the earlier
revision. +his was adopted in 1960 at the tenth snnual mmeting and is the
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fn@mawnék'ﬁig in which the “oeciety operates to-day.

AR In 1954,sixteen American Leathercraiters from Rochester visited a
CotieCel. display at the International Hobby end Homecraft SBhow in Loronto
and another interesting end educationa’¢vent began; r The Interuationsal

- Assembly of LeathercraitsmeeCanada was the host on several occaSions.
#% the fourth Assembly, C.S5.Csle. proposedthe inauguration of a 8alon of
Leathercraft.All articles were reviewed by competent judges a.d those worthy
were awgr@iéd Salon ribbonse A few years later Craftsmen awards were started.
VYanadians have beeen well represented both in the Salon and in the

- Crafteman group. Unfortunately, membershship in the “mericen “uilds is

. decressing and there will not be an “ssembly this yeab,
' Our Annual meeting is being expandedéeis—year to include a dimmer at the
end of the day - giving more time for demonstrations and viewing of displays.

- While the Annuvel meebing is an opportunity for members to review the previous

~ years ac ivitiesend sce what other branches and members heve been dolpg 9
‘new members are always welcomed and memberships can be accepted at that

- meetinge 7
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