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Ruth M. Haig  FCSCL (Life) -  A Lifetime in Leathercraft 

 

 
 
RUTH M. HAIG, R.T., FCSCL (Life) Recipient of the JOHN MATHER AWARD 2005 with Carol McLean 

FCSCL (Life) at the 2006 Biennial Exhibition 
 
On September 1, 2011, CSCL lost one of the most creative and indomitable spirits in 
the world of leathercrafting. Ruth M Haig passed away in Dundas, ON after many 
years of dedication to CSCL and her Hamilton Branch. She will be remembered as a 
teacher, colleague, friend and accomplished leather artist. Since the 1960’s until the 
mid-2000’s Ruth has been a part of Annual Weekends, Exhibitions, Sales and all 
things CSCL. Even when she was no longer able to attend CSCL events she kept in 
touch with members and what was going on, until her passing. 
Her untiring pursuit of perfection in leathercrafting with her elegant colouring, clean 
smooth edges, and functional, beautiful articles helped set the standards of  
leathercrafting for CSCL. 
 

Below is an excerpt from DorothyMcPherson’s 2005 article about Ruth Haig: 
“In 2005, Canadian Society for Creative Leathercraft (CSCL) celebrated its 55th anniversary – due in large 
part to the untiring efforts of Ruth Haig, Hamilton leathercrafter. 
     Leathercraft in Canada reached its zenith in the late 1950s with 276 CSCL members distributed among 
seven branches throughout Ontario.  The charm and beauty of leathercrafting caught Ruth Haig’s attention 
and, in 1962, she joined the Hamilton Leather Guild, Hamilton Handicraft Guild (now the Artisans Guild 
of Hamilton) and CSCL (all of which she later went on to serve in an executive capacity). Then, for 8 
years, she studied leathercrafting at Adult Education classes taught by Hamilton’s renowned Irva Ford. 
CSCL interacted with the International Assembly of Leather Craft (IALC), situated in Buffalo, New York. 
The IALC disbanded in the 1980s, but prior to that, Ruth participated in these cross-border competitions 
and taught a workshop there. 
     Meanwhile, Ruth assumed executive roles with CSCL (including that of president) and now serves as 
Chair of Teaching Standards thus helping to maintain a high level of excellence: Carve crisp clear lines! 
Dye evenly! Burnish edges!  
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Ruth M. Haig FCSCL (Life) – A Life in Leathercraft    continued… 
There were, however, several events that had a positive influence on leathercrafting in the province. One 
was the establishment of the Ontario Crafts Council (OCC) in 1976 and the opening of its retail location, 
THE GUILD SHOP, in Toronto.  Ruth adopted this new look in her work that retailed at TEXTURES, 
Hamilton, craft co-op.  This international artist’s involvement with TEXTURES began, by invitation, in 
1983 when she became a charter member of the combined-effort craft gallery in Hess Village.   
     Ruth’s fine handwork has been recognized with numerous prizes and awards including: 20 CNE 
ribbons, Michigan Leather Award (1980), Irva Ford Memorial Award (Best molded leather, 1984), Robert 
Muma Memorial Award (Best tooled article, 1995), and numerous CSCL ribbons and prizes for 
excellence.  
     Ruth has been a member of Ontario Crafts Council and Canadian Craft Council.  She attended: the 
World Craft Conference, Vienna (1980); the Maritime Canadian Craft Conference (1982); the World Craft 
Conference, Vancouver, 1986.  Ruth was delighted to have her first woven belt selected for inclusion in an 
OCC travelling exhibition in the 1960s. 
     In 1986 the Canadian Society for Creative Leathercraft  honoured Ruth with an Honourary Lifetime 
Member Award and, in 2000, with an Ontario Volunteer Service Award recognizing “OVER 35 YEARS 
SERVICE”.  She has served faithfully and competently on craft guild executives and, as a strong advocate 
of crafting, her dedication continues, especially to the medium of leather.  This Canadian heritage craft 
continues into the 2000s due, in large part, to the efforts of visionary people like Ruth.        
     For 43 years she has supported crafting on a local, provincial, national, and international level. Born in 
Mildmay, Ontario, in Bruce County in the early 1930s, Ruth became an x-ray technician and her work led 
her to Hamilton in 1960. In 1993 she retired as Director of Medical Radiography Services at  DOFASCO 
Inc., Hamilton, after 23 years of employment.  Ruth Haig’s lifetime dedication to, and exemplary support 
of, the arts makes her a most worthy candidate for THE JOHN MATHER AWARD. (Written by Dorothy 
McPherson, Director CSCL) 
 

“She (Ruth Haig) has long held the opinion that leatherwork should be a full-time 
course taught in community colleges and art schools.” Dorothy McPherson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tundra Leather has updated its Website! 
Have a look at  www.tundraleather.com 

 
Mark your Calendars for the 2012 Annual Weekend April 

20,21 & 22 at the Burlington Arts Centre! 
Meet an Internationally Known Leather Artist! 

Did you know? … 
Carol McLean, Fellow of CSCL, Honourary 
Life Member, and frequent judge at CSCL 
Exhibitions is also a World Class Quilted. 
Carol recently had her One Woman Show 
of her Amish Inspired Quilts at the Ingersoll 
Creative Arts Centre, Ingersoll, ON.  Carol 
has taught quilting around the world and 
remains an inspiration to quilters at home 
and abroad. 
We’re proud of you, Carol! 
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