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Meeting Rex Lingwood 
by Madeleine Mitchell 

  
 

On a sunny and crisp January morning, enjoying the fragrance of a wood burning stove, I met Rex 

Lingwood. Rex is an internationally known sculptor who works in a variety of media, including 

leather. I remember hearing Rex’s name in the 1980’s when CSCL was enthralled with his book 

“Leather in Three Dimensions”. His use of leather revolutionized the thinking of leather crafting 

and bolted it into the arts.  

As I toured his restored stone home in rural Ontario, I felt privileged to meet the artist and view his 

work. 

“In 1995 the Deutsches Ledermuseum mounted a major exhibition of his work, Rex Lingwood: 

Boxes and Bowls? Experiments with Functional Subjects. The exhibition was accompanied by an 

extensive catalogue. The exhibition toured in Germany, France, the Netherlands, and England 

before returning to Canada in 1997. His award winning work is part of private and public 

collections in Canada, the United States, Australia New Zealand, Britain, Germany, France, and 

the Netherlands. His book, Leather in Three Dimensions, is generally acknowledged as the major 

work on the subject. Lingwood is also well known as a teacher, and has taught in Canada, the 

United States, Great Britain, Australia and New Zealand and Germany.” [from Rex’s website] 

 

Surprising to me, Rex Lingwood has lived, for 30 years, just 20 minutes from my home. 

We were brought together by Alf B. Luneborg from Norway who publishes a European 

Leathercraft magazine, and who is a Rex Lingwood fan. Alf arrived Monday January 26th in 

Toronto. I arrived Wednesday at Rex's home and had a tour of his restored stone house that he has 

filled with his art. Rex Lingwood, and his wife Wendy Michinson were gracious hosts to our 

Norwegian visitor. Rex's wife, Wendy is a historian and writer about women's issues. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For CSCL Members: a heads up… 
Looks like after many years of a nominal Yearly Membership 
Fee of $25, we are going to have make an increase. Costs are 
up substantiately for mailings, copying, and insurance. 
Your Executive Council is trying to keep costs under control 
and will present the details at the 2015 Annual General 
Meeting in May. Note: any increase in the Membership Fee 
will not be in effect until April 1, 2016 



 4 

 

Touring with Alf 
by Madeleine Mitchell 

 

 Alf Bjornar Luneborg is a soft spoken Norwegian who lives in Sweden. He worked in the 

leather industry for 20 years and now retired, publishes a European Leather Crafting magazine. Alf 

and I have been corresponding for about 8 years, regularly exchanging our leather crafting 

publications.  

 After meeting Alf at the home of Rex Lingwood, we proceeded eastward to Nancy 

Durham’s Workshop in Princeton, ON and then, with Nancy, had lunch in Paris, that’s Paris 

Ontario. Since we had not had a hot drink at lunch, we treated Alf to a truly Canadian 

experience… a stop at a Tim Horton’s Drive Thru. I’m not sure if Alf will have a chance to see any 

NHL games, but he revelled  in telling Nancy and me, about the game where Norway beat Canada 

at the Sochi Olympics. 

 We then took him to meet some CSCL members in Hamilton. At Tundra Leather, Alf chatted 

with Sean Dalgetty and. Jim Wilkes and Tundra’s newest employee, Heather. By midafternoon, we 

were on the road again, to another meet master leather crafter, Paul Kitchener, at his home on the 

shore of Lake Ontario near Stoney Creek, ON.  

 Nancy and I left  Alf  with Paul and Linda, learning later that they took him to Niagara Falls 

Wednesday evening for dinner atop the Skylon Tower.  

 Thursday morning Paul escorted Alf  to the Bata Shoe Museum in Toronto, where they met 

Eugene Pik. The museum trip was highlighted by a behind the scenes tour of the back rooms of the 

museum that houses more of the impressive collection. Be sure to check the Bata Shoe Museum 

website and plan a visit. 

 Paul had also arranged to take Alf to the Shoemaking Shop of Nasser Vies in Toronto. After 

a full day, they returned to Paul’s home.  

 After a whirlwind 4 days in late January, our intrepid Norwegian traveller,  left Canada for 

home. It was not long before I heard from Alf, with his thanks to all his new Canadian friends. 

 

 
                           Paul Kitchener, Nasser Vies Leather Shoemaker, with Alf B. Luneborg,   

  (Photo from Eugene Pik) 
 

From Eugene Pik about January 29, 2015:  

Today I met two very interesting people: Alf Bjørnar Luneborg and Nasser Vies. Alf came to Canada all the way from 

Norway only for few days to see works of Rex Lingwood, visit the Bata Shoe museum and meet Nasser. He is publish-

ing a local leathercraft magazine in Norway. Nasser is the known Canadian maker of bespoke shoes and he also teaches 

shoe making courses at his place. Both Alf and Nasser are very nice people, with years of experience and I was just 

lucky to be invited by Paul Kitchener to spend a day in that company. Editor’s Note: Check out Eugene Pik’s website for  

images from the Bata Museum and Eugene’s Leather Crafting videos. 

https://www.facebook.com/paul.kitchener.37
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Eugene Pik, Nasser Vies, and Alf B. Luneborg (Photo from Eugene Pik) 

 

Come our CSCL Annual 2015 

May 1 and 2 
Burlington Arts Centre 

Hosted by the Mississauga Branch 

The DRAW table is back!   Demos & Workshops    Special Guests 

More details in the Mail soon… 
 

 

VISIT TUNDRA LEATHER  

FOR ALL YOUR LEATHER CRAFTING NEEDS! 
313 KING ST., EAST 

HAMILTON ONTARIO L8N 1C1 

905 27-7745 

EXPERT ASSISTANCE WITH LEATHER PROJECTS AND TOOL SELECTION 
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Can you think of other uses and variation of this box making technique?  

Thanks to Barbara Chynoweth of the Norland Branch, for providing this leather project. 
 


