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2012 CSCL 62nd Annual Weekend 

Mississauga Society for Creative Leathercraft 
 I nvites All CSCL Members  and Guests to the 

 

April 20,21 & 22, 2012  
at the Burlington Arts Centre! 

                 1333 Lakeshore Road, Burlington, ON   905 632-7796 
  

 Meet I nternationally Known Leather Artist!  
Enjoy this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to meet and learn 

  From the Best ! 
CSCL is pleased to present 

Peter Main 
Peter Main is a world class leather master from Texas, he will be demonstrating and 
sharing his techniques on Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning. He will also be our 
guest speaker on Saturday night. 
We will see some of his terrific leather work as well as some of his acquisitions from Al 
Stohlman. To learn more, please check out his website at www.petermain.com   
 

Annual Weekend events will include:  

-“Days of Yore” Special Table featuring prize winning and favourite leather articles 

from members made in past years – bring your best! 

-Special Major draws for tools, leather, and more 

-the “ infamous” Draw Table – where just about everything goes! Leather craft 

related articles welcomed. 

-sumptuous Saturday evening Banquet with Award Presentations and our Special 

speaker, Peter Main. In keeping with our Special theme for this Annual, feel free 

“to Dress in your Best” for the Banquet! 

-Displays of Leather works from Branches and Members-at-Large  

-Sale of leather crafting supplies 
  

-Guests and Spouses may attend all events on payment of Registration Fee. 

However, guests will not have voting power at the AGM. 
  

For those requiring accommodations:  please make your own arrangements 

The Waterfront Hotel on the Lake 

2020 Lakeshore Rd., Burlington, ON L7R 4G8 

Phone: 866 685-3457 www.thewaterfrontdowntown.com  

–Mention CSCL Leather Guild for Special rate available until March 20
th

. 
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Annual Awards & Ribbons: 
- I rva Ford Award for Best Moulded Piece ($50)  
- Betty Heacock Award for New or Novice Crafter ($50)  
- OCC Design Award (  1 Year Craft Professional Membership)  
- Best General Member ($50)  
- Best in Show ($50 and Bronze Zalitis Pin)  
- Junior Award, Craftsman and Salon Ribbons 
- Cash prizes for the Best Jewellery, Best Non-Traditional, Best Wearable, 

Woodstock Heritage Award, and others 
 

         What is the Weston Trophy?   
Through the years, at CSCL’s Annual General Meetings, the highlight has always been the 

presentation of this coveted prize. However, many CSCL members do not know the 

significance and history.  

The History of the Weston Trophy 

In the early 50's when the Weston Leathercraft Guild disbanded, the money left in the Treasury 
was turned over to the Executive Council of CSCL. The Executive in their wisdom, choose to use 
the funds for a trophy to perpetuate the Weston Leathercraft Guild, which was the first leather 
craft guild in Canada under the Canadian Handicrafts Guild. 
The first Weston trophy was presented to the London Branch in 1957. By 1958, the judging was 
based on a Point System where six articles from one Branch were judged. The Point System is 
described in detail, in the "Canadian Leathercraft" Volume 7, No.4, Summer 1958. 
In 1961, five articles were required, and today, only four articles are required, but the Executive 
Council reviews this number annually. 
The Board of Selection judges each item carefully with particular attention to design and 
workmanship. CSCL encourages you and your Branch to become involved in the annual Weston 
Trophy Branch competition. 
Editor’s Note: Since the Trophy has been in use since 1958 , it is not surprising that the original 
shield has been filled up with the names of the winning Branches. A “New” Weston Trophy has 
been started (below) and on April 21st, we will find out who will take it home in 2012. 

 
 

The “New” Weston Trophy 
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     Forgotten Tools 
        by Lauch Harrison ACSCL 

 
Tools of the trade at the turn of the 20

th
 century. 

 

I will be doing a series of articles on hand tools used in the past two centuries. I will describe the tools  
using the C S Osborne Catalogue No.51 circa 1905 and number them. I'll also use HF Osborne and 
Gomph Catalogues. The information I present is gleaned from books and through study and consultation 
with other tool users young and old. 
 
CSO No. 134. The Gum or Patent Leather Tool.  a.k.a Stitching Groover, Stitch Race, Freehand 
Scratch.  
 This free hand groover is pushed forward cutting a trench as it goes. It was made to carve stitch 
channels in Patent Leather. Due to the hardened and shiny surface of the patent leather it was difficult to 
see the pricker marks, a channel cut down to a softer layer aided visibility. The harness stitching was 
protected being less exposed to chafing and wear. 

 This thin bladed tool has a U-shaped groove. Due the fineness of the tool there are very few files 
or stones that can be used to sharpen the inside of the groove, a tube made of fine sand paper or wrapping 
the sandpaper around a harness needle can be used. The tool can be sharpened and honed on the outside of 
the U. The inside of the groove can be honed with a piece of string that has been rubbed with rouge or 
polishing compound. 

 Mostly used on the grain side of the leather, but it can be used on the backside to cut fine channels. 
The channel helps to guide the french edgers when relieving excess material allowing the leather to fold. It 
can be used to cut the tops off stitching, making disassembly easier, it can also be used to cut decorative 
designs in the top grain.  
 Look for rosewood  and fruitwood handles, the ferrule should be tight and unsplit. Tool Makers to 
look for Gomph (3 lines on handle), CS Osbourne, HF Osborne, W.Dodd, J English & Others. Tool were 
made from 1820's til turn of the 20th century. Expect to pay $30 - $40 for unreburbished and $40 - $80 for 
a working tool. Some Makers are more collectable and tool prices can be higher. 
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No. 135 Saddlers Carving Tool. This free hand groover is pushed forward cutting a trench as it goes. It is 
generally used on the back of the hide. It has a larger width than the Gum Tool and is used extensively in 
box making. Able to create a deep even gouge, this tool is sharpened to allow it to cut only as deep as 
designed, the tool can not “dive” into the leather without a great deal of force. I have seen the 1/16th thru 
to 3/16” . The carving tool is ideal for removing material allowing folds. It also cuts to a set depth that 
gives the french edger an excellent control on removal of excess leather.  

The width of the tool goes to ½ inch, Common sizes are 1/8” to 1/4” the tools are not numbered the 
dimension is given on the tool in fractions of an inch. Generally this tool shows up sharpened incorrectly. 
Notice the geometry of the working tool, this sharp angled point makes a very even round cut. 
 

Look for Hardwood handles, occasionally this can be found with rosewood but it is later in the 19th 
Century and rosewood was being less used due to availability and cost. This tool was usually made by CS 
Osborne and HF Osborne. Expect to pay $40 to $65 for a working tool. 
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No. 130 French Edge Tool This tool is pushed forward, the protected cutting edge is able to trim the 
high points without diving into the leather. By using the flat sole on this type of french edger, keeping it 
very close to the leather allows fewer mistakes and speeds skiving.  The inside edge must be sharpened  
and honed. The outsole is flattened, then honed. This tool can remove leather on edge skives and thin 
leather in the midlands, when used with gouges, the leather can be taken off with precision.  
 

The tools are numbered by the 16th's of an inch, so for example a number 6 is 6/16th of an inch. Due to it's 
usefulness many Makers made this tool, look for CSO, HFO and Gomph. The handles are made with 
hardwoods, and rosewood. Expect to pay $40 - $60 depending on size maker and condition.  
 
CSO  No. 132 French Edger This tool is made with heavier Octagonal Stock, it was an up grade. The 
tools were made to last for generations of use, I have seen tools properly sharpened that are nearly full size 
after years of use. 

 
Expect to pay slightly more for the No. 132 as it is more collectable, any where from $45 & up. Tools of 
the larger sizes fetch more money, rarity comes into play sizes 6,7, & 8 are seen less often. 
 
 There are some good resources for using and maintaining the tools, the paperback book 
Leathercraft Tools by Al Stohlman available from Tundra Leather or LeatherFactory is a great start. The 
book covers lots of tools and techniques, filled with Plates, Pictures and good descriptions. 
 More information on the Early Makers is available in Search for early New Jersey Tool Makers by 
Alexander Farnham and Early Tools of New Jersey and The Men Who Made Them by Alexander 
Farnham. Farnham details the histories of C S Osborne and H F Osborne along with others. If you have 
questions about tools new or old please email or call and I will do my best get answers.  
Thanks  
Lauch Harrison A.C.S.C.L. 
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