






CROSS DYEING By Irva Ford
[As Printed In Canadian Leathercraft, Volume XIX, No. 2, Fall 1970]

Rather than mixing dyes to obtain colours that are not manufactured for retail
sale, the desired colours may be obtained by cross dyeing.  The following chart

may be of assistance when colouring your leather.
Over: Makes:

Brown Orange Havana Brown
Brown Yellow Light Brown
Brown Purple Seal Brown
Green Violet Light Blue
Green Orange Olive Green
Green Light Blue Peacock Green
Yellow Blue Green
Yellow Green Bright Green
Yellow Light Blue Light Green
Yellow Brown Golden Brown
Yellow Purple Green Brown
Yellow Orange Orange Yellow
Yellow Pink Peach
Yellow Red Bright Red
Red Blue Purple
Red Dark Blue Plum
Red Light Blue Garnet
Red Dark Brown Maroon
Red Brown Henna
Red Purple Wine
Red Yellow Scarlet
Red Orange Tangerine
Red Lavender Rose
Red Grey Taupe
Purple Green Medium Blue
Purple Bright Red Wine
Purple Dark Green Navy Blue
Dark Blue Orange Dark Brown
Light Blue Dark Red Garnet
Light Blue Yellow Light Green
Pink Light Blue Lavender
Pink Orange Deep Orange

[Editor's Note: Irva Ford was a respected Fellow in CSCL, Hamilton Branch
through the early years. I remember her as a teacher and mentor in the 1970's]

 BRANCH REPORT MAL

             from May 25, 2012 Executive Meeting
                        MAL successfully reached our goal of raising money to purchase two 7-8 oz
                   vegetable tanned leather pieces included on the Draw Table at the Convention. The full
                   $110 was attained from several MAL.

We MAL,are proud of the MAL who received ribbons and awards for their work
                  including, Joanna Malec who won the coveted CSCL 2012 Ontario Crafts Council
                  Design Award for her colourful sculpture titled HANDSTERPIECE.
                   Submitted by Lauren McPherson

4



How To Make A Leather Bird Carrier
By Lauren McPherson

                     A Bird Carrier, also known as an octopus, is the kind that carries the reward
                     of successful bird hunting, for example the 5lb Canadian grouse, similar
                     to a quail but with bigger feathers.

                     Although hunters might require different size carriers the finished size
                     here   is 9 ½ inches x 2 ½ inches cut from a piece of strong, flexible, 3-4
                     ounce veg-tanned leather. Five straps will carry five birds. Durable snaps
                     on the carrier allow it to be fastened over your belt thus leaving your
                     hands   free.

Making a cardboard pattern is a good idea for marking the placement of the
snaps, straps and slits.  Using a ruler, draw the 12 ½ inch x 2 ½ inch outline
onto the cardboard. Using something sharp like a needle poke the holes
in the cardboard to mark the snaps, straps and slits. Cut out the cardboard
pattern. Lay the cardboard pattern on the leather and mark all the holes
on the leather.  Use a #0 punch to punch these holes. Use a head
knife, Xacto or other sharp knife to cut the straps and slits.

How to use the carrier: Form a loop by folding a strap up until the bottom of
the slit is even with the top of the slit. Keep this point even. Working on a
flat surface push the upper edge of each side outward (left and right) forming
two flat loops. Pinch the exposed back of these loops, lift up, and pinch the
earlier outward loops under the exposed back.  Slip the bird’s head in and

cinch it down around the bird’s neck. The bird’s weight will hold it snugly.

[Top Photo: MAL completed Bird Carrier; Left & Bottom Diagram:
The Craftsman, Issue January-February1967]
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How To Make A Leather Bird Toy
By Lauren McPherson et al

 Bird toys was the theme of the evening when London Members-at-large
         gathered at the home of David and Dorothy McPherson for a summer
         BBQ.The get-together also provided an opportunity to present
         Joanna   Malec with her Ontario Crafts Council Design Award she’d won

         at CSCL’s 62nd   Annual Convention in Burlington.
         The fun and easy July leather project How To Make A Leather Bird Toy

         was  demonstrated by Joanna. After recently acquiring a green cheek
         conure parrot, Albert, Joanna decided to try making some bird toys –

         with the simplest one being a knotted leather cord. Parrots love to
         untie  knots with their beaks!
         When each person was given a 54 inch long leather strip that was ¼ inch
         wide we learned that the strips 1/8 inch wide will tie tighter and look
         bigger. The leather must be veg-tanned to eliminate the
         risk of the bird ingesting harmful chemicals from chrome-dyed leather.

                     That evening everyone made a simple knotted cord toy. Just fold the cord
                     in half and tie a knot at the fold. Then tie a knot about 4 inches along each
                     separate cord and/or continue knotting as often and frequent as you desire.
                     On one toy, Joanna showed how she’d used 1 inch x 1 inch or 2 inch x

                     2 inch squares (often referred to as chips) of veg-tanned leather that she’d leather-punched a centre

                     hole in to pass the leather strip through.  A couple of people tried knotting wooden beads from
                     TUNDRA onto the cord.  A cotton string tied through the top loop allows it to hang as a swinging toy.

In another toy, Joanna had knotted two cords together and
the resulting 4 cords hanging down resembled a spider.
Metal bells can also be strung onto the cords, but remove
the jingle parts first as any zinc coating is dangerous.
Apparently there is a market for bird toys, and they
make a great gift for any bird owner.  Two topics to Google
are homemade bird toys and How to make leather bird toys

that give such helpful hints as the use of food colouring
to colour cardboard tubes and wooden chips in any toy
for birds.

Albert, the parrot, in his cage, enjoys his leather toy
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More Photos from the 2012 Annual

Part of the MAL Display Table at the 2012 Annual

(Note: Joanna Malec's Hand Sculpture -OCC Design Award at the top right of the photo)

Part of Mississauga Branch Table at the 2012 Annual
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