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Notes from the Editor…
The winter months do not often inspire leather craft projects in 
me. I seem to need the seasons with light and colour to really get 
down to crafting. Although I do remember a winter that I suffered 
through a nasty cold with laryngitis, that kept me home from 
work, and I created my first CSCL prize-winning article. With the 
time at home, when I couldn’t, or didn’t want to do anything else, 
the leather project was a diversion as well as a chance to explore 
a new crafting technique. I remember using Q-tips and playing 
with Garnett Dyes, the smoothness and flexibility of the skiver I 
used molded easily to the curves of the London Sherry bottle and 
stopper. That Spring, at the Annual, my bottle, was nicknamed 
“the Flame Bottle” and picked up a Craftsman and a Salon 
ribbon. I was flattered by the attention I received from legendary 
CSCL members: Fred Brown, Helen Wheaton, Clara Cavanaugh, 
Anne Hook, and Irva Ford As a novice, at my first Annual, I was 
thrilled to receive a Leather craft book from Clarice Packham 
FCSCL, who was a superb Glove Maker. My friend and leather 
craft teacher, Carol McLean, got her Fellow that year and a book 
too, and, we were invited to afternoon tea at Miss Packham’s 
following the Annual of 1975. I still treasure that book and the 
memories of my first Annual.
Well back to reality, and the Winter  of 2005-06. Dorothy 
McPherson kindly wrote an article about her charming Leather 
Bookmark Dolls for this issue, and an announcement of an 
upcoming TRC Gallery show. 
We’ve started our new newsletter schedule with contributions 
from Hamilton Branch in this issue.  Lauch Harrison and the 
Hamilton Branch are busily planning for the 2006 Annual, you’ll 
find some of the details inside. Lauch also contributed a 
comprehensive technical article about Osbourne Round Knives 
starting on page   . 

The Reading Corner Gallery
 566 Newbold Street, London, 
 will present 

 MASKS/MASKS/MASKS 
 September 5 – October 31
 
 featuring leather masks by Canadian leather artists.
 
For further information, contact Dorothy McPherson, TRC Gallery curator, 574 
Cayley Drive, London, ON N6H 3G8. (519)473-6450 or email artisan@lon.imag.net. 
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Thanks to Lauch Harrison for Hamilton’s contributions to this Newsletter!
Contributions to the next Newsletter will be from Mississauga Branch

Read about Paul and the gang, in the May issue
of Canadian Leathercraft.

Deadline for submissions –May 1st, 2006

Canadian Society for Creative Leathercraft
Highlights of the November 2005 & January 2006 

CSCL Executive Meetings 
November - at  the Tandy Leather Factory 
January – at Paul Kitchener’s Warehouse

CSCL projects in progress:
-Revision of the CSCL Constitution –on hold until February Meeting.
-Lamour Library Boxes are being inspected and reorganized by 
Lauchlan Harrison and will be circulating soon. 
(Anyone having library books in their possession – please return 
to any Executive member- NO QUESTIONS, NO FINES!)

CSCL Business:
- a new membership list has been provided to Executive Council 

Members by Phyllis McHale – Branch Presidents advised to check 
lists and make any corrections and send to Phyllis. Any CSCL 
member may contact Phyllis when changing address or email 
address at the following:

Phyllis McHale
RR#1, 3783 County Rd 45
Coboconk, ON    K0M 1K0
p.mchale@sympatico.ca

- the January 14th Workshop on Carving had to be postponed until 
Spring. Watch the web site for details and date- 
www.canadianleathercraft.org

- The January Meeting found Executive Council members sorting 
through the boxes of CSCL Archival Materials retrieved from the 
late Kevin Armstrong’s estate and boxes of Lamour Library books 
that had been at the former meeting place. A number of books, 
patterns and bulletins will turn up at the 2006 Annual for offering 
to CSCL members. Some items, mainly duplicates, had to be 
disposed of.

- CSCL’s history in slides, some dating back to the 1950’s, found a 
temporary home at Madeleine Mitchell’s, where they can be 
reviewed and possibly transferred to CD or DVD.
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Reminder:
Memberships due April 1 2006

http://www.canadianleathercraft.org/
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- The Executive Council thanked Paul Kitchener for his generosity in 
storing the CSCL memorabilia to date, and for a while to come, as 
the future home of the archives and library is decided.

  

- 4 -

The 2006 Annual Weekend
at the Travel Lodge in
Burlington, Ontario.

Planning continues and Lauch 
Harrison needs your requests and 
ideas for demonstrations and 
workshops.
Contact Lauch at 
(905)525-4092 or
lharrison3@cogeco.ca 

If you’re in Hamilton, drop by 
Tundra Leather at 313 King 
St., East and pass on your 
thoughts for the Annual to Peter 
Grove, CSCL President

mailto:lharrison3@cogeco.ca


Leather Craft Tip:
If you run out of Brown dye for a project, try mixing instant coffee 
to  your  desired  colour  and  consistency.  It’s  water  soluble  and 
cleans easily.

From “Ask Pinky” – Columbine Leather guild, Inc    January 2004
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